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TOMORROW WE REAP $3.00 


Not as sensational, perhaps, as its predecessors, 0h Promised Land, Tap Roots 
and By Valour and Arms, but in some ways the best of the series, of which this is the 
last. The Dabneys are defending to the bitter end their role as lords of the manor in 
Lebanon Valley, Mississippi (that tiny segment of the South that stood out against the 
Confederacy). Their struggle now is with the infringing of their rights by Yankee 
industry, the Peninsula Company bringing in their machine age mill, demanding Dabney 
lumber stands for railroad right of way. It is a battle between honesty and double 
dealing (perhaps drawn in terms too sharply black and white) - but a battle which wins 
again one's affection for the Dabneys, three generations, from the senile old grand- 
mother, with her flashes of prescience, through Bruce, yielding the reins to his nephew 
and son, Sans and Mingo. To Sans went the right to control the disputed forest lands 
and right of way; to Mingo, the lumber mill and The Store. The community grand old 
characters are all here,- the family lawyer, the store keeper, the freed slave, friend 
of all. Injected into the picture are outlanders- Yankees, Cuban revolutionaries, for 
this is the ‘90's. Love and hate, passion and violence, ambition and revenge- all sway 
the fortunes of the Dabneys. They face ruin when the Yankee empire buys up the scala- 
wags, the dregs of politics and the law- and right is defeated at the polls. They face 
ruin when the machine age shows how lumber can be handled without manpower or oxen. 
They face ruin when the company store cuts into the business of the Dabney store. But 
when salvation is offered by Alexander Keith, who years before had led their rebellion, 
who had since found fame and fortune with Morna Dabney in Chicago, they refused to take 
it at his price and he determined to find another way. But Aven Dabney, who hated him, 
killed him first- and at the end it was Morna who took control, who promised the 
Dabneys a chance for their sort of justice, their sort of freedom. And Sans united 
his fate with Ruth from the North, in Lebanon Valley; and Mingo went away, to join the 
beautiful Cuban who had won his heart. It is a story of the post-bellum, post carpet- 
bagger South, at that point where groundwork was laid for the Huey Longs and the 
Talmadges of our time, for racism, for the canker at the heart. A convincing story, 
lusty, virile, well told. 


Summer Comers 


For the warm weather days, these three are reasonably sure distraction and diversion; 


the new Nancy Mitford- LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE (Random House) provides a neat autopsy 
of the English aristocracy; Valentine Davies’ IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING (Farrar, Straus) 


runs through an engaging routine of baseball and romance; and slightly more solid, 
there is Edward Stanley's THE ROCK CRIED OUT (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) for the popular 
historical market.: See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


May 23 


Baer, Howard Roy 
0, HUGE ANGEL $2.50 


Despite the publisher's rather statuesque claims- “The stark inevitability of 
Greek drama"- this story of terror and violence chiefly communicates distaste, relies 
for its fury on profane expostulation. This tells of an inarticulate Negro, Mark, as 
he witnesses the murder of a fellow seaman (a fairy), is sure that he will be the one 
accused, and driven and crazed by fear- runs from the police in San Francisco, panics 
before his Captain, and later faces pursuit and death in Panama where he jumps ship. 
There's a certain primitive-poetic intention here (tautological in technique), but in 
any case the book is not for a popular (and certainly not for a public library) follow- 


ing. 
June 8 \~ 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Stanley, Edward 
THE ROCK CRIED OUT $3.00 _— 
* Strong story values here, historical in origin, romantic in accentuation, this 
tells the not too well known story of Harmon and Margaret Blennerhasset which ended in 
the failure of Aaron Burr's “Western conspiracy”. With Margaret's runaway marriage - 
at 19- to Harmon, her uncle, both meet with a parental and social censure which drives 
them to America where, on an island in the Ohio River near Marietta, they build an 
estate famed for its beauty and cosmopolitan refinements. There Margaret gives birth 
to three children, but with Harmon's increasing isolation in his study, her restless 
drive is not fully satisfied. With her chance meeting with Aaron Burr and their mutual 
attraction, she is quickly lured by his wild dream of conquest, and finds Harmon a 
willing accessory. The failure of that scheme which ends in the destruction of their 
home, the arrest of Harmon and Burr, leaves them to face an uncertain future... The 
drama of this incident, the glamor of the period and personalities (our Maggie is a 
fine figure of a woman) makes this a good commercial candidate in a popular field of 


biographical history. 


June 14 


Farrar, Straus 


Davies, Valentine 

IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING $2.50 — 
By the author of The Miracle on 34th Street (and again a closely timed book- 

motion picture release) this makes the most of a catchy idea and breezes right through 

some entertaining moments concerned with young love and baseball. Vernon, a research 

fellow in chemistry, intense, serious, has only one experiment to pull off to get a 

professor's post. And except for the unaccountable, absent trances which come over 

him every spring (and which derivate in baseball) he is a worthy and approved husband- 

to-be for Debbie, the president's daughter. His experiment, a chemical which is re- 

pelled by wood, gives him his great idea, and leaving college for St. Louis and their 

bell team, he proves- with his solution- that he can pitch a ball with a cockeyed hop 

no bat can hit. As King Kelly, Vernon sets a record for strikeouts (and walks), is 

the sensation of the season, wins the series for St. Louis, and returns to College and 

more Debbie successful and solvent... The book here is not just a scenario synopsis, 

and this was not true of the first, and is fresh and fetching entertainment. Surer 

for rent than sales. 
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June 16 


Thomas, Ward Houghton, Mifflin 
STRANGER IN THE LAND $3.50 


Homosexuality handled without kid gloves. It isn't even (as in The Sling and 
the Arrow and Fall of Valor) made a segment of a whole. It is virtually the whole in 
Stranger in the Land.:i..: Ray Manton, English teacher in a New England town High School, 
has known that he was cursed by an abnormal twist in his sexual appetites from his own 
High School days on. Haunted by the knowledge- scarred by his experiments- branded in 
the eyes of his pupils by not being in uniform- snared by the beauty of a guttersnipe 
who has him in his power, Ray is brought to the brink of suicide when Terry threatens 
to turn him in during a witch hunt precipitated by an expose of a town scandal. At the 
close, he chooses murder instead, and the story ends as he turns from the pond where 
Terry's body lies, towards home, a self-acknowledged homosexual and murderer, facing 
“the bare solace of survival for an uncertain time”....O0n closing the book, one wonders 
to what end it was written? There is little attempt to penetrate the psychological 
bases of perversion, but there is a searing sincerity to the portrayal of the agony 
of soul induced in a man's awareness of his vulnerability, his aloneness in the world. 
There'll be a certain morbid curiosity about the book; lots of people will be shocked 
by its frankness, find it distasteful and disturbing reading. The viewpoint to those 
versed in the modern psychological approach will seem somewhat dated, for throughout 
the author has sustained his role not as commentator, but as reporter of the limitations 
of the public and individuals in understanding the plight of the “stranger in the land". 
A book to be bought with full knowledge of its subject and handling - and sold cautiously. 


June 17 


Pratolini, Vasco Viking 
A TALE OF POOR LOVERS $3.50 


A postwar Italian novel which falls far short of Silone's Fontamara with which 
it is compared, and similarly is disappointing viewed against the distinction of such 
films as Shoe Shine, The Open City and Paisan.: Mr. Pratolini has packed a tiny street 
in Florence with a parade of characters and the effect is claustrophobic rather than 
microcosmic...The action is centered in the middle ‘20's, in the small, poverty-striken 
area, of the Via del Corno, where men like Lando, a sniveling pimp, are alternating in 
and out of prison; where the Signora, a retired, diseased ex-prostitute, turned Lesbian, 
battens on young girls; where Maciste, a blacksmith, is killed by Fascists because he is 
a Communist; where the Nesi, coal merchant, brutalizes any woman that appeals to him; 
where everybody goes to bed with everybody else; and where the neighbors lean out of 
windows and exchange unsavory gossip avidly. The couple of good characters are well 
hidden in the mire. In an effort to make his novel tight, the author has attempted to 
squeeze & galaxy of “universal” types into too small an area and the result belongs in 
the Department of Utter Confusion. It lacks light, air, space, and in his effort to 
be significant, Pratolini succeeds only in being trite. — 


Tape Curse 14 


Lyons, Edward Appleton-Century-Crofts 
CITIES OF THE DEEP $3.50 


The story of a man's search which leads from coastal Florida to the money marts 
of New York, which takes him from shame and bitterness to wealth and misery, and back 
again to the finding of his soul. Kin Starling, strangely raised and strangely taught, 
combines love and hatred for Nancy, the Major's daughter, abandons her and the tortures 
of Waccamaw to head for Wall Street, makes his way via the bum's route, to the City and 
in the '20's makes his fortune. Working for Cary, usurping his authority when Cary joins 
up in World War I, Kin fights his distrust for Nora's love for Cary, battles his way up 
mercilessly and heartlessly, grows more adamant when he learns his health is impaired. 





| 
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With Nora's death in childbirth and Cary's moral victory, Kin returns to find the beginn- 
ings of salvation in Waccamaw, and it is with the crash of 1929 when he goes back to New 
York to make good on his accounts that he loses his fortune and is ready for new horizons, 
with Nancy. The publishers’ heavy claims for this are not borne out by the writing but on 
content and ideas it has a certain impact and integrity worthy of note. 


July 7 


Doubleday 


Alman, David 
WORLD FULL OF STRANGERS $3.00 

A tough and unsavory story of the sordid graft behind the scenes, the cruelty, 
baseness, degeneracy of the New York police, and specifically the story of one John Guss, 
social worker before the war, and of how the economic pressure and general frustration of 
his profession persuaded him to leave it for the police force and higher pay on his dis- 
charge. During one leave Guss had returned to the Italian slums where he had worked, and 
hunted up Christine, who had an odd fascination for him. She's pledged to Tony, who is 
overseas, but Guss represented a dream world to her, and she yielded to him- and later bore 
his child. Her family turned against her; Tony's family and the neighbors snickered but 
withheld the news from him. And when he returned, still in love with her and she with 
him, the humiliation of what had happened was magnified to make marriage impossible. Mean- 
time Guss, now & policeman on his old beat in this new guise, begins to persecute Chris, 
torture her, force her into prostituion, until he can run her in and get his cut both ways. 
His own marriage is on the rocks of his degeneration. He has betrayed every spark of 
decency he had had. And Chris, attempting escape, finds death the only answer. A grim 
picture of the aftermath of war for those who come back to a "world full of strangers”. 
So unrelieved in its sordidness, that it lacks the ring of authenticity, the thread of 
hope that made Anock on any Door so memorable. 


July 8 


Mayrant, Drayton Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE RUNNING THREAD $3.00 


Report repeated from page 94 of the 2/15/49 bulletin when scheduled for spring 
publication- as follows: “The author of last year's A Sword From Galway turns from the 
16th century to the 19th for this story of South Carolina and the Civil War. Young Dinah, 
whose fervent Irish family disapprove of her love for an English soldier, is kidnapped by 
her brother and taken to America, where she finds a champion in Morry Bay, who brings her 
to his mother. Dinah is installed as companion to little Dorry, and Charleston society 
learns to accept her. But Mel, who would marry Morry after she had hed her fun with all 
other beaux, uses Dinah as a whipping boy, turns any incident concerning her into scandal. 
With the coming of the war, Mel goes so far as to brand Dinah a traitor und when her 
scurrilities are disclosed, and Dinah is freed of her promise to the English soldier, 
Morry is at last awake to his love for the Irish girl. Contrived but compatible histori- 
cal romancing, this is for the popular market.” 


Ilyin, Boris OuAcwoT IS Houghton, Mifflin 
GREEN BOUNDARY >12+— $3.00 


In fiction form, a graphic and moving story of Russians attempting to escape 
Soviet domination, to find their place in an anti-Communist world. The story is built 
a@round @ Russian-American major, Paul Radanov, in occupied Germany,who is sent to @ con- 
ference with some Soviet representatives on radio transmission in the American zone. There 
he meets some Russians, late captives of the Germans who want to stay in the American zone, 
and he meets, too, Darya Lubinova, interpreter for the Soviets, one time fiancee of Orlow- 
ski, and falls in love with her. The story shows the plight of the escaped Russians, of 
the DP's, of those in fear of being captured and forced back into the Soviet zone. It shows 
too the slow process of breaking down Soviet indoctrination and building for adjustment to 
a free world. This is well told, the characterization is good, the dramatic effect is 
heightened by undercurrents of helplessness and tragedy. Of particular interest to those 
who have read the various non-fiction books dealing with escape from Soviet domination. 





Me 
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July 8 


Mitford, Nancy Random House 
LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE $2.75 


* With less of the charm and debonair gaiety of Pursuit of Love, this approximates 
more closely social satire and is a delicately devastating portrait of the British aris- 
tocracy. As told by Fanny Logan, the most natural note in the narrative, this concerns 
several families of imposing bloodlines and often erratic eccentricity, particularly the 
Montdores whose only daughter Polly is Fanny's close friend. Lady Montdore, with her 
gimlet eye toward the rest of the world and her aggrieved attitude towards Polly, is 4 
redoubtable figure, while Polly, whose beauty does not conceal her indifference towards 
the men she should attract, is quietly hostile towards her mother's social and marital 
ambitions for her. With the death of her aunt, Polly marries her uncle, a tired repro- 
bate, is promptly disinherited by the irate Lady Montdore. It is Cedric, a cousin from 
Nova Scotia, imported as Polly's successor, who- though a nance- brings back warmth and 
splendor to the Montdores' lonely lives, accomplishes Lady Montdore's radiant rejuvena- 
tion... A portrait of an era, a class, a tradition which is always amusing and accomplish- 
ed- but which lacks the engaging, endearing (presumably more popular) qualities of the 
first. 


Le 
July 46 ovr ¥ 
Dennis, Nigel Houghton, Mifflin 
A SEA CHANGE $3.50 | - 


If perhaps with a certain satiric intent and accomplishment, this is still a 
cheerless and thoroughly unattractive portrait of a sullen, overprotected epileptic of 
eighteen, and a shambling, foulmouthed liberal journalist in his middle years. Jimmy 
Morgan, resentful and rebellious under his mother's repressive concern, gets a chance 
to go to Poland with one of her political protegés, Max Divver, who divides his time 
between some unoriginal journalism and his Freudian speculations about himself and his 
wife, Lily. In Poland, Divver is tormented by his sense of guilt towards Lily whom he 
was glad to leave, and by the end of his stay there- just before the Nazi Anschluss- 
becomes involved with an American whose politics are anything but democratic. Jimmy, 
left on his own, is transformed by his new freedom, accomplishes a rather ungainly if 
exhilarating (in retrospect) seduction of a married woman, refuses to go home- when he 
should, and makes a last minute escape in the panic before the Nazi invasion in which 
Divver is killed.... Perwerse, ironic, this is essentially dull. 


July 14 


Mackay, Margaret John Day 
GIVE HIM MY LOVE $3.00 


Some pretty untrammeled emotion here, as this tells of Mary Allistair's search 
for the truth behind her husband's death which carried also the stigma of dishonor. In 
spite of a heart condition which can stand no further tension, Mary survives considerable 
strain as she travels from London to the continent hoping to find someone who had known 
Brett, and on the way she falls in love with Ben Roderick, an Englishman, serious and 
sensitive where Brett had been sardonic and ruthless. Learning that Brett has become 4 
communist leader in Italy, Mary follows him there only to meet his new wife and to learn 
that Brett is back in London. There all issues are finally solved as Brett is killed, 
and Ben is freed for Mary from the wife who never loved him... The drama here, and it’s 
rather continuous, gives this assured aptitudes for rentals. 





Fiction 


July 14 


Dutton 


Hale, Garth 
AFTER THE STORM $3.00 

A fairly solid setting of a midwestern college campus, and particularly the 
politics and pressures, antagonism and apple-polishing which prevail among the faculty, 
for the story of Dean laird, his much younger wife, Cynthe, and Brom Sitterly- new in 
the psychology department but not to Cynthe who had known him as a student. Seduced once, 
and reluctantly, by Sitterly, Cynthe had to pay the full premium, had left the baby which 
resulted with her sister. Falling in love a few years later with Dean lLaird- now slated 
for the Presidency- Cynthe had not had the courage to tell him of her past. Meeting Brom 
again, Brom who is still insistent in his pursuit of her, Cynthe more and more on edge, 
realizes that it is her own sense of guilt as well as Brom that is driving her. Finally 
confessing her deception to Laird, her castigation is complete when Laird suicides- and 
she finds a partial way to redemption in helping the child she had abandoned. By the 
author of The Victory of Paul Kent, this again combines a professional background with a 
certain textual morality, and provides an adequate portrayal of conflict. 


HORRORSCOPE 
July 7 


Doubleday 
SNARE FOR SINNERS $2.25 


Fenisong, Ruth 


Grime Club. Told from too many angles to be a straight detective job, this is 
a story of crime, theft and smuggling laid up along the Hudson River. At Ramblers Roost 
the importing of an orphan girl to help the family, the murder of a legless cripple, the 
activities of a visiting magazine editor, the domination of the man of all work, all com- 
bine to create an atmosphere of tension and mystery. Past history and present crimes com- 
petently coordinated. 


July 8 


Crane, Frances Random House 
THE FLYING RED HORSE $2.50 


One of the less successful of the Abbott murder mysteries, but as always a 
thoroughly readable story in its own right. Once again Pat Abbott is practically in on 
the kill, but it takes him some 200 odd pages to arrive at the identity of the criminal, 
while plenty of red herrings are dragged across the path, and a second murder and a kid- 
napping occur before the solution is reached. Jean, as always, muddies the waters by 
screening a suspect, and getting herself involved in a way that first diverts and then 
&ids towards the answer. The setting is Dallas. 


8 
July 7 


Stone, Hampton Simon & Schuster 
THE GIRL WITH THE HOLE IN HER HEAD $2.00 


Asst. D.A. Gibson (The Corpse in the Corner Saloon) officiating in a case con- 
cerning the unaccountable, unstable Camerons- Gordon with his God complex, David- his 
half-brother and an entrenched alcoholic, Ellen- his stepsister- with a steel plated 
hole in her head. It is the anonymous letters addressed to Gordon which send Ellen to 
the D.A., and with Gordon's murder her anxiety is justified and increased as all evidence 
points to David. It is only with the killer's self-revelation that these two youngsters 
get back on their feet, and David wins her first bout with the bottle... Sensational 


stuff, tightly, smoothly coordinated. 
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22 
July # 
O'Farrell, Willian | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE THIN EDGE OF VIOLENCE $2.50 


Again (Brandy for a Hero) a pretty strenuous suspense job as Alex Moresby, plen- 
ning to leave New York with his wife, breaks with Julie, the pretty protected Creole he 
had loved as a girl. Realizing at last that Julie is a lush, Alex sees her take home for 
the night a low character she picks up in a bar, next finds her murdered. In the pursuit 
that follows, it is not only Alex but the KKK organization in which the killer was a 
stooge that carry the reprisals through to a fatal finish... Take a long breath--- 


REPRINTS For June 


BANTAM BOOKS. (Each $.25) 


Berg, Louis - PRISON NURSE Paul, Elliot - A GHOST TOWN IN THE YELLOWSTONE 
Gilbert, Anthony - MURDER IS CHEAP Pedrick, Jean - THE FASCINATION 

Greene, Graham - BRIGHTON ROCK Ross, Lillian Bos - THE STRANGER 

Hankins, R. M. - RIO GRANDE KID Shriber, Ione Sandberg - AS LONG AS I LIVE 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Douglas, Lloyd C.-DR. HUDSON'S SECRET McGerr, Pat - PICK YOUR VICTIM 

JOURNAL Odlum, Jerome + THE-MIRABILIS DIAMOND 
Greig, Maysie - SATIN STRAPS O'Farrell, William - BRANDY FOR A HERO 
Hammett, Dashiell - DEAD YELLOW WOMEN Tompkins, Walter A. - WEST OF TEXAS LAW 


Welles, Orson- 4d. - FANTASY STORIES 
GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Dollar Books 


Crane, Milton - SINS OF NEW YORK Hilton, James - NOTHING SO STRANGE 
Editors of Popular Science - EVERYBODY'S GUIDE TO ASTRONOMY. 


Specials (Each $1.49) 





Evans, August J. - ST. ELMO Jordan, Mildred - ASYLUM FOR THE QUEEN 
Stratton-Porter, Gene - LADDIE 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signets (Each($.25) 


Connell, Vivian - THE GOLDEN SLEEP Gruber, Frank - THE WHISPERING MASTER 
Ernenwein, Leslie ~ TRIGGER JUSTICE Warren, Robert Penn - AT HEAVENS GATE {abridged, 
with new introduction by George Mayberry) 


Mentor: ($.35) 7 Edman, Irwin - ARTS AND THE MAN 


POCKETBOOKS. (Each $.25) 
Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE HAUNTED Shearing, Joseph - THE STRANGE CASE OF 


HUS BAND LUCILE CLERY 
Haycox, Ernest - DEEP WEST Webb, Mary - PRECIOUS BANE 
London, Jack - THE CALL OF THE WILD Widdemer, Margaret, LANI 
Schmitt, Gladys - ALEXANDRA Wiggam, Albert Edward - LET'S EXPLORE YOUR 


MIND 





NON - FICTION 


WOUS T &@0 C4 


June 15 


Prod Bom qubeg 
Hi J ' Harper 


Gunther, John 
BEHIND THE CURTAIN $3.00 

* Gunther's extraordinary ability to pack an enormous amount of information into 
comparatively brief space is once again evidenced in this new “inside Europe”. The fact 
that his survey of Europe today- primarily Europe behind the curtain - is of necessity re- 
petitive through the very nature of the Soviet domination and pattern makes it all the , 
more surprising that he has succeeded in leaving so sharply defined an impression of the 
individual countries he covers:- Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, Hungary, Czechoslovak- 
ia, Poland; and through second-hand information as to current conditions, in Bulgaria, 
Rumania and Albania. His final and briefer chapters on France and England- his chapter on 
Germany, handle his subject in a rather different, and less perceptive way, perhaps be- 
cause his focal points are concerned with the Russian satellites. One feels that here is 
the Communist New World, for better, for worse, we must live with it. We must, he feels, 
support those evidences of independence of Moscow, those germs of revolt, wherever vis- 
ible. The “People's Democracy" term is camouflage, actually the satellites are totalitar- 
ian states, varying in their degrees of police state repression with nowhere freedom of 
press and assembly, and with freedom of worship varying. One gets a very distinct and 
individual sense of the countries themselves; a good deal of the inner conflicts, the 
political and economic pattern, little of the social changes though land problems are an 
integral part in each Communistic taking over. The personalities in power are vignetted. 
The dilemma into which the U.S.A. has projected itself in Greece, where we go farther in 
upholding military action, in controlling economic and political matters than Russia in 
any satellitestate is presented objectively and dispassionately, though critically. Greece, 
he feels, is an example of a new form of "client state"- such as we once had in Nicaragua 
eeeeln Turkey the dependence is for sustenance, not survival; there is no Communist Fifth 
Column in Turkey; the vitality of this youthful nation is unquestioned. We are simply 
making possible for them a modern army. In Hungary- despite the Mindszenty case, we see 
Russia's showpiece; in Czechoslovakia, her most abject imposition of the police state, 
through a coup d'etat based on infiltration. I felt the section on Czechoslovakia the 
weakest in the book; perhaps it is wishful thinking that makes it difficult to believe the 
completeness of enslavement....In final analysis, Gunther does not think war is inevitable 
or even likely;revolution within the countries,lessening fear within Russia itself, a 
changing pattern. The American role must be 4 positive- if a waiting one....Exceedingly 
good reading, and certain to reach a wide market. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 
May 16 


Mitchell, Edwin Valentine Vanguard 
IT'S AN OLD CAPE COD CUSTOM $3.00 


Again (Jt’s dn Old Pennsylvania Dutch Custom etc.) @ miscellany of collector's 
items about the Cape, its special practices, pursuits and products which are of historical 
interest and which give this part of the country its contemporary charm. Here are its 
shifting sands; its old fishing industry and the many superstitions of a seafaring folk; 
the “mooncussers" believed to decoy ships- and the famous shipwrecks and disasters of the 
past; whaling and windmills; houses- and their individual character; cod and clams and 
cranberries, and famous recipes they have engendered; music- ballads and shanties and in- 
struments; antiques and Sandwich glass; bayberry candles; and the natives-- all these pro- 
vide incidental information about the Cape which the many who are attracted there will 
find curious and pleasing. See Eleanor Barly's (Cape Cod Summer for additional sale. 
(Illustrated) | 
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May 20 
Thornton, Francis Beauchesne Bruce 
HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR PERSONALITY BY READING $2.50 


Concentrating on the profit as well as “knowledgeable pleasure” to be derived 
from reading, and also on serious rather than surface values, Father Thornton- the Asso- 
ciate Editor of the Catholic Digest offers guidance on a higher level. Without imposing 
the severe intellectual strictures of Mortimer Adler, he shows the “discipline of sense, 
the opening of the doors of your imagination, the development of your will, the encourage- 
ment of your thinking powers” which are acquired through reading worthwhile literature. 
Here are the values of the novel, the Catholic novel, poetry and biography, history, drama 
and science, philosophy and religion, and there is considerable classical allusion and 
illustration in the text. The reading list which is appended includes popular as well as 
classical works in all the fields above, and if one is- as requested- not to question the 
omissions, one can still quarrel with the inclusions (sometimes mis-spelled and mis-named)- 
why Flaubert's Salammbo rather than Mme.: Bovary ; and is Zane Grey really worthwhile? An 
inevitable Catholic emphasis indicates a predisposition towards that market. 


May 24 


Early, Eleanor Houghton, Mifflin 
CAPE COD SUMMER $3.00 


Once again my favorite guide has given her particular magic to a holiday hand- 
book, this time for Cape Cod. Remember the days when Blue Books used more motorist's eye- 
sight than the scenery? I'd like to take Cape Cod Summer, study it before I started on a 
Cape Cod tour, check the things I wanted to do and mark my route on a road map, and start 
off, the book itself and preferably a fellow enthusiast on the front seat with me. Then 
I'd do all the things she found most worth while doing and seeing, whether they were houses 
or churches, museums or cemeteries (she has a passion for cemeteries and proves how reward- 
ing they can be for social scientists, historians, genealogists, and humanitearians). An 
anecdote at her finger tip - wherever she may be- makes the people who gave Cape Cod its 
particular flavor come to life again. Sometimes- for my taste- she is to too “cute” - 
either by way of a bit of slang or would-be bit of humor. But it doesn’t happen often, 
and most of her writing is so good that solecisms can be forgiven. A book to own- to read 
if you like the Cape (or old houses, or gardens, or the sea- (I'd like more of the sea and 
the dunes) or marshes or odd bits of Americana). A patchwork, done in casual chatty style; 


good guidebook and good reading. 








Coffin, Robert P. Tristram Macmillan 
THE ONE-HORSE FARM $2.50 


Of all the volumes of mediocre verse that Coffin has turned out in the last ten 
to fifteen years, this one is about his poorest and feeblest. It is as always a eulogy 
of Maine and of life on the one-horse farm. The poems, if poems they can be called, fol- 
low a loose pattern of the seasons and the months and their appropriate activities. The 
one redeeming feature is the foreword in which Coffin declares, with some passion, his 
opposition to the mechanization and standardization of our days. Only for his audience, 
which is a conservative one. 

June 10 


Putnam 


Fleischer, Nat 
THE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP $4.50 


The outstanding authority on boxing does an outstanding history on the heavy- 
weight championship from 1719 to the present and Joe Louis. It makes fascinating reading 
for anyone interested in this sport. Fleischer brings to life the old champions who are 
but names to today's fans; he writes of Sullivan, Corbett, Fitzsimmons, Jeffries, Dempsey, 
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Tunney, Jack Johnson (he considers him best, which will cause heated argument)- these are 
names which many today knew in their youth as still champions. He describes famous fights 
so thoroughly and in such minute detail that the reader is at the ringside with him. Sure- 
ly worth the price of admission to any fan who can take time off from televised second 

rate fights to read about fights that made history. 







weneia ‘- 7 






Evatt, Herbert Vere Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
TASK OF NATIONS $27 
se 
By the President of the United Nations Paris Assembly which convened last fall, 
this is a competent, confident review and resume of the resolutions passed, the interna- 
tional issues handled- for the most part with considerable success. With an objectivity 
which allows no personal intrusion or bias, this is a deliberate and detailed summary of 
the principles of the Charter and the aims of the U.N.; the dangers- and limitations of 
the Veto; the Greek question, and the success of its mediation; the deadlock over the 
Berlin blockade; the action on Korea and the future of the Italian colonies; the important 
Genocide Agreement and the passing of aid to children; one of the greatest achievements, 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the provisions it embodies; and the most 
difficult, most important national issue- that of Palestine, and the way in which U.N. 
practices and procedures were applied. Other miscellaneous resolutions and debates receive 
mention, and the book closes with the tenet on which the U.N. will stand or fall- the 
fundamental faith in one world....A record which has a definite documentary and reference 
value, 


















June 16 













Harcourt, Brace 


Warburg, James P. 
LAST CALL FOR COMMON SENSE $3.00 










A roving reporter, commentator, critic, Warburg follows up Put Yourself in Mar- 
shall'’s Place with @ sincere, incisive denunciation of our foreign policy. His book, which 
is based on a series of lectures, written protests, states and re-states these primary 
points:- we are again close to war- because the “United Nations is incapable of dealing 
with disputes among the Great Powers" and because the Great Powers (the U.S.S.R. and the 
United States) have no common interest, policy or procedure; the United States should stop 
wondering about Russia- we are too little concerned with our own mistakes- and our foreign 
policy is based entirely on fear and not on faith; and lastly we should concentrate on 4 
worldwide program of reconstruction and reform. These basic beliefs underlie all points 

of discussion which are set off by specific incidents which have taken place in the last 
year; the coup d'etat in Czechoslovakia, the world economic picture and the immediate 
problem of Germany, the Berlin crisis, the Ruhr agreement, the Acheson appointment, the 
Atlantic Alliance, etc. etc. And there is always the insistent return to the argument 

that the United States as well as Russia has undermined the power of the U.N., that war 
with Russia is not the only alternative if we throw our full weight into a recovery pro- 
gram, and that no single nation state must hold the military power necessary for peace. 

A critique which is also positively implemented, but will it reach an audience? 

















June 21 


Stauffer, Donald A. Macmillan 
e THE GOLDEN NIGHTINGALE $3.00 


This is a volume of fine critical elucidations of Yeats' poetry. The book has 
grown out of a series of lectures originally given at Johns Hopkins, and its chapters in- 
clude The Search for Truth, The Medium of Poetry, The Reading of a Lyric, The Purpose of 


Poetry, The Progress of a Poet- all as applied to Yeats. Actually what Stauffer succeeds 
in doing is to give some clear insight into Yeats' philosophy, his mystical system, and 
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above all his fabulously rich use of symbols as well as his marvelous expertness in poetic 
techniques. Although Stauffer's style is far from inspired, it is clear, cogent and ra- 
tional. For any student of Yeats, or follower of his fine poetry who wishes a little 
light thrown on some of its obscurities, this book is essential reading. 


July 7 


Reynolds, Reginald Doubleday 
BEARDS $3.00 


The author of.. Cleanliness and Godliness , that astounding report on sanitation, 
here pursues the details of pognotrophy. A confirmed Serendipitist, Reynolds investi- 
gates all possible bypaths in this subject, annotates and expostulates all bits of source 
material, writes of hippophagy along with barbers, bigots, shaving, famous beards, whisk- 
ers and mustaches, etc., etc. He finds romance and scandal, he wanders back to his first 
love - sanitation - , he manages an orderly, if erratic, history of the hairs of one's 
chin, and splits many a hair to include all his material. A fascinating, specialized 
piece of research where erudition is tempered with a brilliance of mind and style and 
the whole a tour de force of no mean ability. Choose a handpicked audience for this. 


Towne, Morgan Doubleday 
TREASURES IN TRUCK & TRASH $2 .00/$2+r50-— 


This is the “how” for you and me of the de luxe Lock, Stock and Barre! by the 
Rigbys (published by Lippincott in 1944). When I finished that, though I was more than 
ever intrigued by the fascinating hobby of collecting, I abandoned all idea of becoming 
& collector. Now, with the stimulus provided by Morgan Towne's wealth of suggestions of 
what might be in that attic or unhousecleaned chest or drawer, I'm hunting the time to 
delve for what hidden treasure there may be to finance the collecting I'd like to do. 
For his is not a book for collectors, primarily. It's a book to help you know how to 
discard, where to guard against throwing away something worthwhile. Practically every- 
one, at some time or other, has had reason to dispose of a lot of trash and taken the 
easiest way- the junk man, the Salvation Army, or the rural dump. He indicates the kinds 
of things to look for in books and pamphlets, magazines, old newspapers, broadsides, 
posters, cards, albums, scrapbooks, programs, valentines, mail-order catalogues, atlases, 
prints, parcels and boxes, wallpaper, furniture, lighting fixtures, china, silver, pewter, 
tinware, glassware, fire tools, kitchenware, textiles, jewelry, clocks, buttons, tools, 
sporting items, stamps and so on. This is not in any sense a handbook to determine values. 
Rather it is a guide to where to go further, how to make initial decisions, how to learn 
enough to take the next step, and so on. He'll make a jackdaw or a packrat of me yet. j 
Adventure reading for those already interested. The excellent topical bibliographies are 


worth the price of the book. 





July ll 


Beal, Merrill D. Caxton 
THE STORY OF MAN IN YELLOWSTONE $5.00 


An historical overall of Yellowstone, this is based on primary source material 
and with considerable care retraces the picturesque past of a picturesque region. Isola- 
ted and inaccessible, Yellowstone's earliest discoverers- particularly John Colter- left 
evidence of only dubious value, and it is only in 1869 and 1870 with the Folsom-Cook ex- 
ploration, and the Washburn-Langford-Doane expedition that its discovery was definite. 
The creation of Yellowstone National Park which followed, and the last round-up of cattle, 
the migration of the Indians- not without bloodshed. From its early days there is mater- 
ial on the Indians, on the activities and visitations of the trappers, on the legendary 
Jim Bridger- and more currently there is the opening up of travel and transportation, the 
Question of conservation, the general administration and the National Park Service... A 
background book which has a specific regional reference value and some interest for the 


prospective tourist. (Illustrated) 
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July ?? 


Brooke, Esther E. Harper 
PERSONALITY IMPROVEMENT GUIDE $3.00 
Though addressed to men as well as women, this is fairly femininely styled ad- 
vice with anecdotal amplification on acquiring personality,- i.e. popularity. Your appear-~ 
ance, and how you're judged by it, and certain factors of eye-value, your face, figure 
(diet, too), clothes, grooming. There is also a consideration of manners and politeness, 
your attitude and behaviour, and the more fundamental factors of cultivating interests, 
acquiring balance, developing your potentialities, etc.. Nothing new here- but there are 
presumably some who want a perennial pick-me-up such as this. 


Flesch, Rudolph os uf Harper 
THE ART OF READABLE WRITING 


$3.00 


A companion volume to The Art of Plain Talk, this presents a practical, collo- 
quieal and ultimately commercial approach to writing, ranges in its illustrative analyses 
from the classics to newspapers and magazines, advertising, letters, life insurance poli-~ 
cies, etc. Believing that popular acceptance is the main criterion and consideration, he 
shows how to slant your material toward your audience, get your ideas in shape, cultivate 
the direct approach and ae conversational tone, include human interest, cut grammatical 
corners, and use the shortened sentence- the expanded word. A further analysis of the 
“reading ease” of various types of magazine writing, diagnosis of reader misreading, 
recommendation for the use of the blue pencil, fills out this explanation of what he 
terms- rather grandiosely- as “modern scientific rhetoric". Certainly not cultural, 

much of it seems pretty pat. 


Lippitt, Ronald 13 Harper 
TRAINING IN COMMUNITY RELATIONS  ° $3.00 


"This book is the report of an experiment designed to reveal effective ways of 
teaching individual and group skills required for productive living in modern society”. 
So it starts- and successive chapters explore the procedures of the workshop project in 
social research. The workshop was a cooperative venture combining a state team in the 
capacity of trainers, and community teams as trainees. The text discusses the composition 
of the groups, outlines the steps and measurement techniques, the publicity, the summary 
of training needs, the specific plans for the workshop 4tself during its two weeks’ period. 
First there was to be the laboratory approach to problem diagnosis and action analysis; 
then the practicing of action skills. Part of the text follows one group day by day, with 
ultimately a summary outline of community reports on the projects undertaken for six 
Connecticut towns. These projects included educational problems, intercultural relations, 
tensions, juvenile delinquency, etc. Final chapters appraise the content of the discuss- 
ions, the functions of leaders and groups, the results determinable in group and individ- 
ual thinking, the factors influencing the effectiveness of the experiment. An appendix 
provides guide sheets for preliminary field trips. Bibliography.... Of specialized in- 
terest for social workers, community project groups, etc. 

McCormick, Charles P. y Harper 
THE POWER OF PEOPLE 9% -~/ $2.00 


Introduced by Eric Johnston, this is Charles P. McCormick's philosophy of human 
relations, as it was put into practice in his company- the world's largest spice and ex- 
tract firm. Believing that business is always dependent on the welfare of the workers, 
here are the five factors which can achieve industrial harmony:- fair pay; security; op- 
portunity; recognition and participation. Here also is his plan of Multiple Management 
(cf. his book- of the same name- 1937) by which a democratic method of government in busi- 
ness is maintained through four groups:- a Factory Board, Sales Board, Junior Board. And 
in conclusion, there is the belief that communism holds no threat if labor and management 
&re in ¢lose coordination and cooperation. An authenticated program of value primarily to 
the industrial or personnel executive. . 

































stones, hence the omission of Bethlehem, of the folk music centers, of special festivals. 
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July ?? 


The National Health Assembly Harper 
AMBRICA'S HEALTH $4.50 


Sub-titled “A Report to the Nation", this is that of the National Health Assem- 
bly which convened for four days in May, 1948, and which summarized the findings of hun- 
dreds engaged in medicine and public health on our national needs, and deficiencies, in 
fourteen allied areas. This is a statistical survey of what we have, and what we should 
have, and in each case proposes a positive program of recommendations; the nation's need 
for health and medical personnel; for hospitals, clinics and health centers; for local 
health units; for research and medical care; for state and community planning for health; 
and the specifics of chronic disease and old age; maternal and child health; rehabilita- 
tion; dental and mental health; nutrition and sanitation. A large body of facts and 
figures- this is for professional use- and it can be hoped- progress. 


Practically Published © 


Eaton, Quaintance- Fd, | Allen, Towne & Heath 
MUSICAL U.S.A. $4.50 


Panorama in words and pictures (photographs, portraits, cartoons, etc.) of the 
historical and geographical and regional musical progress in the U.S.A. This is an ex- 
pansion of a series that ran in Musical America, and would seem, in its omissions, to 
demand a sequel. The selection is limited by space to the highlights, the city musical . 
centers of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Minneapolis, 
St. Louis, New Orleans, Dallas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle and the Northwest. 
Prominence and contemporary importance of year-round musical preeminence were the touch- 





Useful and informative, so far as it goes. The text, brief as it is, tells something of 
the development of music in various phases, of the personalities, the artists, etc. (Publ.) 


Tuomey, Douglas Grosset & Dunlap 


HOW TO BUILD YOUR OWN HOUSE NOW $2.95 
For Less Than $5,000 


Drive around the country, the suburbs, today, and everywhere- on Sundays and 
holidays you see men working on their own homes. Here is a handbook designed to help the 
uninitiated, yes, even to a diagram showing the right and wrong way to drive a nail, and 
other equally fundamental matters. There are eight complete house plans indicated, avail- 
able with blueprints and specification on application. But the main body of the book deals 
with the hows of the actual construction, starting with selection of site, to where to 
purchase equipment and supplies, relative approximate costs, financing. In between the 
subjects covered are foundations, frame, roof, sheathing, setting doors and windows, ex- 
terior finish, partitions, interior finish, furniture, heating, insulation, wiring, plumb- 
ing, painting. Some subjects are briefly disposed of (such as wiring, where the assump- 
tion is either that there is already the “know-how” or that a trained electrician will be 
brought in). There's a glossary of terms and an Index. The plans themselves are supposed 
to be basic, and capable of expansion with increase in family. But it is important to 
know that they are small houses (two bedroom maximum). No mansions for $5,000! Excellent 
so far as it goes. There seem some fundamental lacks, such as instructions on reading 
blueprints, but perhaps the blueprints themselves carry that? Should be good merchandise, 
tied in with more extensive manuals. (Publ.) 


Michaux, Henri | New Directions 
A BARBARIAN IN ASIA $2.50 


As subtitled, “Being the impressions of Monsievr Henri Michaux”, this is a high- 
ly clever, caustic commentary of an individualistic nature- reflecting at all times the 





May 1, 1949 Non-fiction -250- 


sophistication and subtlety of intellect and culture which is that of Michaux, a French 
poet and painter. Here are profiles of the Asiatic peoples; the Hindu, so exasperating 
to the European, contemplative, idolatrous, slow, sensual, intolerant and immovable and 

Gitte: @ practitioner of many austerities, many cruelties; the Chinese, skillful, modest, deli- 
cate, precise; the Japanese, over-serious but devoid of wisdom; the Malayan, wholesome, 
clean, noble, and the most sympathetic of them all; with some random notes on the Hima- 
layan Railway, on natural history, etc.... The book, which appeared in France originally 
in 1933, is translated by Sylvia Beach, and is for for the caviar palate. (5/13) 


Oxford 


Olschki, Leonardo 
THE GENIUS OF ITALY $5.00 
A scholarly study of Italian civilization, with the focus on the period from 

the llth century on, and a birdseye view of the background to that point, written by 4 
research associate in the department of oriental languages at the University of Californ- 
ia. His works on Galileo, Machiavelli, Dante, on Italian art, science, and poetry will 
prepare an audience for this study of The Genius of Italy, its manifestations in differ- 
ing forms. He views the general background of the melting pot of races and cultures, 
constantly added to by conquest and immigration of the centuries, which gave Italy a 
cosmopolitan aspect and her culture a universality due to the influence of the Catholic 
Church. Until comparatively modern times there has been in Italy no political unity; the 
land and the people are poverty striken and suffer from the lack of the resources necess- 
ary for self-sufficiency industrially speaking. These two factors are shown as playing 
a part in Italy's peculiar genius. He then goes on to study the forms it has taken in 
more specific terms, linking their development with historical events,- first the building 
up of & new society and political institutions from the llth to the 13th centuries; then 
the flowering of poetry in the age of Dante and Petrarch, and this in turn superseded by 
the figurative arts of the 15th century, followed in turn by growing interest in science 

~~and philosophy. The release of creative energy came through music when the counter re- 
formation restricted secular thought and expression,and with the 19th century, there came 
the sharply nationalistic expressions. This gives the reader seeking a better under- 
standing of Italian civilization what he needs as basis for insight into Italy's present 
needs and possible future directions. A competent job, but the market will be primarily 
college libraries, and student reference shelves. (5/12) 





Higman, Harry W. & Superior 
larrison, Earl J. PILCHUCK $3.50 


Mt. Pilchuck in the state of Washington is comparatively unfamiliar territory 
outside the Northwest, and the interest in this book will be largely regional. It is the 
record of exploration of three men,- “Doc” the ecologist, whose project was to study ani- 
mal and plant life; Frank, the narrator, whose interest was in conservation; and Merle, 
the practical woodsman. The reader follows closely the way in which they worked, the 
forms of life on the mountain they observed,- food, habits, favorable and unfavorable con- 
ditions, where found, varying types. The scientific data is reported elsewhere; this is 
the personal record, descriptive of the beauty of the mountain, a feeling of the ordered 
pattern of life, discussions of the trio on a multitude of topics. Readable- but special. 


(5/2) 


Wender, Leo Oxford 
ANIMAL ENCYCLOPAEDIA: Mammals $4.50 


This dictionary of mammals contains 1500 entries, alphabetically arranged by 
en paneer names, with a supplementary index of Latin names. Each entry in the main section 
‘contains details of size, appearance, habits, geographical distribution. It is evident 
that great pains have been taken to ensure accuracy. Fully illustrated. (5/12) 
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Reman, Edward Univ. of Calif. 
THE NORSE DISCOVERIES AND EXPLORATIONS IN AMERICA $3.50 


A scientific, deductive analysis of what has been a source of debate and dis- 
agreement for 240 years, the identifications of the various landfalls made by the voyag- 
ers to Vinland. Reman, a serious scholar and experienced navigator, examines here both 
the Greenland and Icelandic versions of the sagas (the texts are partially included here) 
and on the basis of new climatological evidence, places the landfalls in the expeditions 
of Leif Eiriksson, Thorvald Hiriksson- his brother, and Thorfinn Karlsefni- the colon- 
izer... Whether Reman's identifications will meet with final acceptance or not cannot be 
foretold, his findings are very controversial, and his work is for a highly specialized 
audience. (5/7) 


Bailey, Jack World Book 
WHAT'S COOKIN' $1.00 


This necessitates a double barreled review, if I am to divorce my repugnance for 
the form from my liking for the fundamental facts. There is no effort to make this a 
rounded cookbook; there's recognition of great gaps- no fish, for example. It is a high- 
ly personal cookbook, composed of not only things men (this man especially) like but 
things he and his friends cook. No gourmet book, this, but full of recipes that sound 
worth trying out. I'm earmarking-figuratively speaking- his “sausage cabbage head", his 
“pippin’ pot roast”, his “riced liver", his “eggs sick-a-bed", his wife's “icebox freeze”, 
his “zucchini corn pudding". BUT- I have to grit my teeth and stand his style,his flip- 
pancy, his smart-aleckyness. I can't see that it does anything but detract from the 
value of his book and I don’t believe it will add any market, except perhaps, those men 
who are shy about acknowledging they like to cook- and need this approach to persuade 
them. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 

Burke & Shipp- WITH A FEATHER ON MY NOSE- 5/25 to 5/23 Leal 

Miller, Helen T.- MIRAGE- from 5/20 to 8/10- People's Book Club 184 
Doubleday 

Du Bois, T.- ROGUE'S COAT- from 5/26 to 5/19 161 

Maugham, W.S.- QUARTET- definite date is 5/6 except N.Y.C.- 4/28 215 

May, J.M.- SIAM DOCTOR- definite price is $2.75 227 

Neville, Margot- MURDER IN A BLUE MOON- from 5/26 to 5/19 161 

Skidmore, H.- 0, CARELESS LOVE- price from $3.00 to $2.75 217 

Wilson, Barl- LET "EM EAT CHEESECAKE- price from $3.00 to $2.95 222 
Harper 

lazarsfeld & Stanton- 4ds.- COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH- from 4/13 to 5/11 26 
Knopf 

Claflin, Bert- BLAZED TRAILS FOR ANGLERS- price from $4.00 to $3.50 202 

Mencken, H.L.- A MENCKEN CHRESTOMATHY- price from $5.95 to $5.00 224 
Random House 

Clark, W. Van T.- THE TRACK OF THE CAT- price from $3.00 to $3.50 186 

Ibarra & Gregoire- FRENCH SELF-TAUGHT- from 5/3 to 6/15 220 
(R) Pegis, A.C.- Ed.-THE WISDOM OF CATHOLICISM- from 5/26 to 6/21. Price 

from $5.00 to $6.00 143 

Rock & Loth- VOLUNTARY PARENTHOOD- price from $2.75 to $3.00 224 
Scribner 

DeLiso, Oscar- GOD'S THUMB DOWN- price from $3.50 to $3.00 96 


Mayberry, George- fd.- A LITTLE TREASURY OF AMBRICAN PROSE- postponed indef. 130 
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CONTEMPORARY 













June 1- Brace, Gerald Warner A SUMMER'S TALE (Norton) $3.00 185 
June 2- Barjavel, Rene THE TRAGIC INNOCENTS (Rinehart) 3.50 186 
June 8- Kelly, Judith A DIPLOMATIC INCIDENT (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.75 188 
June 13- Morley, Christopher THE MAN WHO MADE FRIENDS WITH HIMSELF 
(Doubleday) 3.00 183 

June 13- Orwell, George NINETEEN BIGHTY FOUR (Harcourt, Brace) 

Dual Book of the Month Club Selection 

for July 3.00 255 
June 14- Davies, Valentine IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING (Farrar, Straus) 2.50 238 
June 21- Williams, Ben Ames FRATERNITY VILLAGE (Houghton, Mifflin) 3.00 216 
June 23- Skidmore, Hobert O CARELESS LOVE (Doubleday) 2.75 217 
June 28- Standish, Robert ELEPHANT WALK (Macmillan) July Literary 





Guild selection 






PERIOD, REGIONAL, HISTORICAL 







June 3- Clark, Walter Van T. THE TRACK OF THE CAT (Random House) 3.50 186 
June 8- Stanley, Edward THE ROCK CRIED OUT (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 3.00 238 
June 15- McCall, Marie THE EVENING WOLVES (John Day) 3.00 215 
June 22- Street & Childers TOMORROW WE REAP (Dial) 3.00 237 










THRILLERS 








June 3- Dodge, David PLUNDER OF THE SUN (Random House) 
June 15- Bonnamy, Francis BLOOD AND THIRSTY (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 2.50 219 
June 23- Lobaugh, Elma K. I AM AFRAID (Doubleday) 2.25 219 
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INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 


June 15- Gunther, ‘ohn BEHIND THE CURTAIN (Harper) Dual Book of 
the Month Club selection for July 2.75 225 
June 16- Warburg, James P. LAST CALL FOR COMMON SENSE (Harcourt, 
Brace) 3.00 246 
June 20- Laski, Harold J. LIBERTY IN THE MODERN STATE (Viking) 2.75 225 
BIOGRAPHY 
June 7- Attwood, William THE MAN WHO COULD GROW HAIR (Knopf) 2.7% 395 
June 20- Altrocchi, Julia C. THE SPECTACULAR SAN FRANCISCANS (Dutton) 4.50 225 
June 23- May, Jacques, M. SIAM DOCTOR (Doubleday) 2.75 227 
MISCELLANEOUS : 
eee June 9- Wilson, Barl LET 'EM EAT CHEESECAKE (Doubleday) 2.95 222 
June 13- Mencken, H.L. A MENCKEN CHRESTOMATHY (Knopf) 5.00 224 





June $§- Rock & Loth VOLUNTARY PARENTHOOD (Random House) 3.00 224 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
PICTURE BOOKS 
Brown, Margaret Wise Harper 
Weisgard, Leonard- J/1.: THE IMPORTANT BOOK $1.50 


** A perfect book for very small children, one that will go on long after the print- 
ed word has been absorbed, for the text establishes a word game which tiny children ac- 
cept with glee. The text is a series of word songs, the child's first conception of poet- 
ry, dealing simply and repetitively with each object pictured, whether grass or sky, an 
apple, shoes, rain, or what have you. Children go on from there, picking out the import- 
ant thing about other familiar objects around. The Weisgard pictures have that imagina- 
tive quality so characteristic of him. This is tops- with us. (5/25) 


BOOKS. TO READ ALOUD 


Hoke, Helen Franklin Watts 
FACTORY KITTY $2.00 


* This is perhaps the best of the career kitten stories- from the point of view 
of text. And the Harry Lees pictures are beguiling, too, though not quite so fascinating- 
ly detailed as the pictures in Grocery Kitten. This is the story of Calico, who came to 
live in the textile dye factory, who loved the noise and bustle of getting things done. 
Children will like this part of it too (as well as the adventures of the kitten) for 
there's an interesting and revealing behind the scenes view of the pleasing security of a 
working routine. The factory workers who make friends with Calico are natural people, 
their talk and their work gives lots of information as to what goes on at the plant. 
Calico's adventures take him into the staid serenity of a home and he is desperately 
homesick for the factory excitement and manages to find his way back. Sturdily bound in 
cloth, full of real action pictures, some in color- this should prove another substantial 


favorite. (5/15) 
EASY READING 


‘Tatham, Campbell | Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF AUTOMOBILES $1.50 


Youngsters have been demanding a first book on automobiles that will answer some- 
if not all- of the questions on kinds of cars and what makes them run. The lively text 
and jaunty pictures by Jeanne Bendick tell a bit about every kind of car,- family cars, 
trailers, jeeps, buses, fire engines, taxi cabs, and midget cars. Then comes the import- 
ant part of the book-a simplified but at the same time surprisingly clear and detailed ex- 
planation of the parts you see and the parts you don't see and their functions. The read- 
er learns how the car machinery is set into action, and a big double-page spread of the 
under-carriage shows each part of the mechanism in relation to the others. Even the end — 
papers are full of factual interest, with pictures of the tools needed to keep a car in 
good working condition. Bound in sturdy cloth, this book will stand the wear and tear it 
is destined to have. The youngster who isn't ready to read it to himself, but who is in- 
terested in automobiles, and the beginning reader- say second and third grade- will be 
equally enthusiastic, whether the book is shared with a grown-up, or read with the eager 
intensity the young mechanic of today gives to subjects down his alley. large type and 
lots of pictures help. (5/15) 
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Williamson, Margaret Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF BUGS $1.50 



































@ Almost every child is fascinated by bugs. Here's a book that tells them about 
the different sorts of bugs, how they look, how they build their houses, the kinds of 
sounds they make, how they protect themselves from their enemies. The descriptions are 
given in words that capture the imagination and attention, while the facts selected are 
typical and often curious. Children will love the detailed description of how a spider 
spins a web, how ants work to build a city, how bees and wasps function. The young woman 
who has written the text has done her own beguiling pictures, and the material has been 
carefully checked for scientific accuracy by the zoology department at McGill. Grown- 
ups will find all sorts of choice bits of nature data, delightfully presented, and young 
readers, in third to fifth grades will find it absorbingly interesting, and there is wide 
use for it in camp and scout groups. Bound in cloth, sturdily sewn, it serves as a field 
guide. (6/10) 


FICTION- (8-11) 


Reely, Mary K. Franklin Watts 
SEATMATES } $2.00 


This brackets two sections, for it can be recommended for the upper level of 
easy reading (third and fourth grades) and the lower level of this section. A nostalgic 
looking backwards some fifty years, in a recall- thinly veiled as fiction- of a little 
girl who comes from a satisfying life on a farm to a prairie town, where all the other T 
children know each other and have their own plans afoot. Some of the incidents of heart- 
ache and joy, some of the events of school and play, are fondly recalled, but somehow the 
characters themselves never become three dimensional, or credible enough for readers to 
identify themselves with them. There's plenty of incidental happening, from the start 
when the children go skating, through the satisfaction of first direct contact with a i 
public library, to the gradual establishment of a place in the school scheme of life. The q 
period and regional feel are less real than, for instance, in Ruth Sawyer's Roller Skates. i 
But some children - whose chief delight is in stories of when grandma was a little girl- j 
will enter happily into the somewhat prim and stylized point of view, the high excitement 
of sleigh rides, of games of marbles, of parties, of a return visit to the farm- and of 
the start of the new school year. The utterly delightful pictures by Eloise Wilkin add 
tremendously to the charm of the slight story. (6/1) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Pumphrey, Margaret B. Caxton 
YUCCA RANCH $3.00 


Authenticity of factual content doesn't compensate for this pedantic marshalling 
of the routine action, conscientious Western....The saga of the Clark family, as they take 
the dangerous trek from Missouri to Southern California, where they settle, and learn to 
know their Spanish-American and Mexican neighbors. The children grow up, the family pros- 
pers, the good are rewarded, the horse thieves are punished. Stilted conversation intro- 
duces some interesting facts of naturel history in the desert, but that's about all we 
can recommend in this disappointing book. (7/28) 


L'Engle, Madeleine Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
AND BOTH WERE YOUNG $2.50 


A Swiss boarding school story with an authentic ring, and the heroine an Ameri- 
can girl, thrust into the school unwillingly, and learning to love it. The strict German 
fraulein, the understanding French art teacher, the girls of different nationalities, the 
forbidden friendship with the headmistress’ nephew, all provide a varied pattern for a 
well-written story. Occasional emotional abysses provide a touch of melodrama- and romance 
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finds its place happily when “Flip's” widowed father falls in love with the art teacher. 
To many girls the setting will be fascinating - and the boarding school background is 
usually a popular one (only too hard to find today). (5/10) 


TWELVE FO FIFTEEN-NON-FICTION 


Rodman, Oliver H.P. Little, Brown 
& Janes, Edward THE BOYS' COMPLETE BOOK $3.50 
OF FRESH AND SALT WATER FISHING 


Fortunately, boys are not dependent on this book alone for the information con- 
tained herein, for though there's lots of it built into “listen my children and you shall 
hear” style, it is presented- so patronizingly that it would utterly discourage any 
aspiring young fisherman. The personal anecdotes lack the flavor usually to be found in 
reminiscences of fishing fraternity. And the useful how-to-do-it data is buried in the 
padded pages. It's there- data on equipment, technique, and so forth. But it just isn't 


interestingly presented. (7/20) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Stanley, Edward Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE ROCK CRIED OUT $3.00 


Romantic historical biography this, in the story of the Blennerhassets and their 
involvement in the failure of Aaron Burr's conspiracy to western empire. Margaret's run- 
away marriage to her uncle in Europe met family censure and they were driven to America 
where- on an island in the Ohio River- they built a castle that was famed for its luxur- 
ious beauty. Three children were born to them, but with the husband's isolation, Marga- 
ret's restless drive was unsatisfied. A chance meeting with Burr, mutual attraction, the 
lure of his dream of conquest, and the willing cooperation of her husband, involved them 
both, and with the collapse of the scheme, the arrest of Harmon and Burr, the Blenner- 
hassets faced an uncertain future. Good reading. (For fuller report see P. 238) (6/8) 


Farrar, Straus 


Davies, Valentine 
IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING $2.50 

Entertaining moments with young love and baseball. Vernon, research fellow in 
chemistry, has only one experiment left before securing the coveted professorship. And 
he hopes- the president's daughter. Except for the unaccountable trances that come over 
him at the baseball season, he is an admirable husband-to-be. His experiment - a chem- 
ical repelled by wood- gives him his great idea.He leaves college for St. Louis and the 
ball team, and proves- with his experiment- that he can pitch a ball with a cockeyed hop 
no bat can hit. As “King Kelly”, Vernon sets a record for strikeouts (and walks), is the 
sensation of the season, wins the series for St. Louis and returns to'the College and 
Debbie, successful, and solvent...Not just a scenario synopsis (the picture is on the 
point of release), but fresh fetching entertainment. (Full report P. 238) (6/14) 


Gunther, John Harper 
BEHIND THE CURTAIN $3.00 


I can think of no foreign correspondent who could better provide youth with an 
inside view of Europe behind the curtain than Gunther. Despite the problems of repeat 
performance on the part of the Soviet, Gunther manages to leave a sharply etched individ- 
ual impression of the countries of which he writes,- Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland- and less directly, Albania, Rumania, Bulgaria. He gives 
the feel of countries, people, leaders. (For full report see P. 244) (6/15) 








